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Newsletter 28th June 2019 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
Thank you to everyone who completed our parent 
questionnaire over the last two weeks.  The senior 
Leadership team and the governing body will consider 
your responses, alongside those from pupils and staff, as 
the school improvement plan for the next academic year 
is written.   The identified priorities will be shared with you 
in September.  
 
As always, if you have any feedback to give us at any point 
during the year, we welcome this; please either speak to 
me or Mr Fielder in person at the school gate before and 
after school or me by email of letter via the school office.  
 
 
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
 
 
Keep Britain Tidy Assemblies 
 
On Thursday 20th June Michaela from 'Keep Britain Tidy' 

came in and spoke to the school about the importance of 
putting rubbish in the bin. She also spoke about how we 
can help to keep litter off the streets. The Eco Committee 
took part in a workshop and had lots of fun learning about 
the 3Rs: Recycle, Reduce and Reuse. The children made 
their own recycling champion medals from recycled 
materials.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 2 Bridge Building Workshops  
 
On 17th June, children 
in year 2 took part in a 
Bridge Building 
workshop. The children 
worked individually to 
create pyramids from 
wooden sticks and 
rubber bands, then 
teamed up to join the 
pyramids 
together. After great 
teamwork, the children 
created a free standing 
bridge that stretched 
the length of the hall.   
 
Sponsored Dance Event 
 
A reminder that we have our school sponsored dance 
event on Friday 5th July.  Please support this sponsored 
event and help provide our school with additional funds 
for our Arts and Culture provision next year which will 
support our application for the Artsmark. 
 
 

Values Based Education 
 
This month at Branfil we are celebrating a value 
which is incredibly important, yet incredibly 
difficult to teach: humility. Some people associate 
humility with being timid or lacking confidence 
whereas at Branfil, we want to show our children 
that being humble is, in the words of C.S. Lewis, 
‘not thinking less of yourself, it is thinking of 
yourself less.’ We will all be aiming to put others 
first in the month of June and remembering that 
there is always something to improve, and always 
more to achieve, as Anthony Joshua found out 
recently – stay hungry, stay humble. 
 
‘Never look down on anybody unless you’re 
helping them up.’ Jess Jackson 
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Quad Kids Final 
 

Year 3 and 4 took part in 
this year’s Quad Kids on 
Tuesday 18th June and 
Year 1 and 2 on 27th June 
both at Hornchurch 
Stadium. All year groups 
worked amazingly well as 

a team, encouraging 
each other 
throughout both 
day. Overall, Year 3 
came 4th and Year 4 
came 3rd out of 39 
schools. We still 
await the Year 1 and 
2 results.  The 
children have been training really hard over the past few 
weeks on all of the events and their hard work was evident 

at the event. Well done to all involved.    
 
KS2 Sports Day 
 
On Monday 17th 
June the weather 
managed to hold out 
for KS2 to enjoy their 
yearly sports day 
over at Hornchurch 
Stadium. The 
children took part in 
a selection of events 
including running, 
jumping, throwing 
and relay. It was 
lovely to see how all 

children were 
encouraging each 
other throughout the 
morning. A big thank 
you to the Sport 
Leaders from Coopers 
Company & Coborn as 
well as Hall Mead 
School who supported 

the smooth running of the event. The scores overall for 
the event were as follows: Belhus- 2124 points, Pages- 
1749 points, Tyler- 1655 points and Cely- 1638 points. 
Congratulations to all the children in Belhus house as they 
are this year’s KS2 winners. Well done to all the children 
for their efforts throughout the event.  
 
Reception & Playhouse Sports Morning.  

Our sports morning was a complete success. All children 
seemed to thoroughly enjoy the events and behaved 
amazingly. Well done to Playhouse Preschool children for 
competing and doing so well. Reception were fabulous 
role models, looked after the younger children and were 
very supportive. Thank you to the Year 5 helpers, who 
were able to explain the events and do the scoring! Thank 
you to all the adults who came to support their children. 
Well done the blue team for WINNING!  

Junior Music Festival 
 
A massive thank you to the amazing 20 children who 
performed at the Junior Music Festival in front of a 
massive crowd. 
 
They learnt the songs brilliantly and performed their 
song incredibly 
with some 
amazing dance 
moves; they 
really got the 
audience going! 
Thank you for 
being so 
amazing!  
 

Havering District Football results 

Five pupils from Branfil were selected to play for the 
Havering District football team: William B, Chay W, Teddy 
S, James S and Liam D. Having recently been crowned 
South East regional winners, they represented the South 
East of England at a national tournament in Liverpool. 
They reached the final, only losing to the hosts, Liverpool, 
by a single goal.  
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On Monday 24 
June they 
played in the 
London Crisp 
Shield final 
and won. They 
were playing 
for the same 
trophy that 
Bobby Moore 
lifted when he 
was their age. Again they showed their sporting prowess 
dominating the game and winning 5 - 1. We would like to 
wish them luck for their last final in the Lester Finch Cup 
on Saturday against Barnet. They have had an incredible 
year of success and should be very proud of themselves. 

 

Year 3 Visit to the Natural History Museum 
 
Year 3 thoroughly 
enjoyed their trip to the 
Natural History Museum. 
They all enjoyed 
travelling on the tra in up 
to London. We looked at 
the huge selection of 
fossils that they have on 
display as well as learning 
even more about 
earthquakes and 
volcanoes. The children 
enjoyed going into the earthquake simulator as they could 
understand first hand what an earthquake would feel like. 
We finished the day with a hands on workshop all about 
how extreme the earth can be. The children behaved 
impeccably throughout the train journey and whilst at the 
museum 
 
 
 

Parking in Garwood Court Car Park 
 
Following guidance from The Health and Safety Executive 
we have been advised to assess the risks to pupils from 
vehicle movements at the beginning and end of the school 
day. 
 
Their advice is that, where possible, all vehicles are on site 
well before the start and end of the school day and parked 
in authorised positions to allow safe access.  
 
We are advised to control vehicle movements and 
departures at key times and until pedestrians are 
dispersed. 
 
Having considered this, we have identified the 
entrance/exit to Garwood Car Park to be a possible risk to 
safety.  To mitigate this risk we have made the decision to 
consult with stakeholders regarding closing Garwood Car 
Park at the busiest time of pedestrian movement.  In order 
to ensure the safety of parents/carers and pupils we 
propose to close the gate to Garwood Car park between 
8.30am and 9.00 and from 3.00 – 3.30pm.  This will restrict 
the traffic crossing the pavement at the busiest time of 
the day.  We are aware that some parents use our 
disabled spaces and you are welcome to continue to do so 
but to ensure the safety of our community you would 
have to wait for the gates to be re-opened. 
 
Please address any comments regarding this to the 
Headteacher by the 12 July as we will potentially 
implement this from September. 
 
Staff Update 

 
At the end of term, we will sadly be saying goodbye to Mr 
Grant, Miss Goodman and Mrs Savage as they head off to 
new schools.  We wish them all the very best for the 
future; we will miss them.  We are welcoming Mr Roberts, 
Mrs Gafford, Miss Tuck and Miss Saker to our teaching 
team.   

 
Attendance reminder  
 
A reminder that the school Education Welfare 
Officer   comes into school every 4-6 weeks to review the 
registers.  He will review the absence codes which the 
school has entered on the register and the reasons for 
absence.  Holidays cannot be authorised unless under 
very specific circumstances. Where a child has attendance 
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less than 95% the Education Welfare Officer may contact 
parents directly or ask the school to write to parents.   
 
The Education Welfare Officer will look at the 
circumstances of the absences, and challenge the school 
if the codes are deemed inappropriate.   The Local 
Authority have the power to fine parents where absence 
falls below that deemed acceptable, and particularly if 
through holiday absence.   
Uniform 
 
A reminder of our school uniform for 2019/20.  Full details 
can be found on our school website.   

Key Stage 1 and 2 Children 

Winter 

 Royal blue sweatshirt/cardigan 
 White shirt/blouse/polo shirt 
 Grey/black trousers 
 Grey pinafore dress/skirt 
 White or grey socks/tights (no leggings) 
 Black school shoes or black trainers.  Trainers 

must be all black (including soles) with no logo. 
High heels or boots and footwear must be 
suitable for climbing and running.  

Summer 

 Optional tailored grey short trousers or blue/white 
check dress 

 Sandals may be worn in the summer (black/brown) 
but no sling backs/peep toes for safety reasons     

P.E.KIT 
• Branfil blue T-shirt  
• Blue shorts 
• Black plimsolls 
• Dark blue or black tracksuit or similar warm 
clothing for cold weather 
• Trainers (for outdoor use)  
• Long hair to be tied back 

 
No jewellery is allowed in school with the exception of 
stud earrings and watches.   
 
Small hair accessories are allowed but please ensure these 
are blue and white.   
 

Pens/Pencils in school  
 
A reminder that children do not need their own pens and 
pencils in school.   
 
Sponsored Spell 
 
Thank you to parents and children for the fantastic 
response to our sponsored spell last term. 
 
Thanks to your efforts we have been able to order 190 
new school dictionaries for the children to use. 
 
Break-time Snacks and Drinks 
 
Milk is available through a Government scheme which 
parents/carers pay directly to Cool Milk – details are 
available online www.coolmilk.co.uk. Children under 5 
and those in receipt of free school meals receive free 
milk. 
 
Children in Y1-6 should bring in their own water bottles 
which must be: 

 plastic 

 reusable 

 approximately 500ml capacity (so it will fit into our 
carry crates) 

 clearly labelled with child's name and class.  
 

No other drinks will be allowed in classrooms but children 
may bring a bottle or carton to drink with their lunch. 
These should be stored on their class lunch trolley at the 
beginning of the day. 
 
In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, children are provided 
with a piece of fruit or a vegetable each day during 
morning break, funded by the government. 
 
In Years 3-6, children are allowed to bring in fruit or 
vegetables from home for break-time. These should be 
labelled and put in the class basket daily, not left in their 
packed lunch bag as this can cause disruption at playtime. 
 
Please note, WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL. We have pupils 
who have severe nut allergies which can be life 
threatening so no products containing nuts can be 
brought into school. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Online Safety  
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As you are aware at Branfil online safety is very important 
to us. We endeavour to provide children with the skills to 
navigate the online world and become responsible digital 
citizens, as well as providing parents and carers with a 
range of advice and resources to help keep children safe 
when using an ever growing range of technology, websites 
and apps. If something worrying occurs online, either to 
you or your child, then it is important to report it. 
Therefore, we would like to bring your attention to 
Reporting Harmful Content Online:  
 
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/ 
 
This is a new one-stop portal from the Safer Internet 
Centre to help users report on all kinds of harmful content 
and abuse on all platforms. Comprehensive advice about 
a range of online issues can be found on the portal, as well 
as tools to empower anyone who has encountered 
harmful to report it. Further information on using the 
portal can be found here: 
 
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/harmful-content-online-
an-explainer/ 
 
Two useful resources have been publicised this week that 
look useful for parents: 
 

 A blog from Rebecca Avery, the Kent schools 

safeguarding lead. 

‘Harry Potter: Wizards Unite’: Information for 

Education Settings 

https://www.theeducationpeople.org/blog/harry-

potter-wizards-unite-information-for-education-

settings/ 

 LGfL are running a webinar for Parents on July 16th in 

the evening. This will look at keeping your child safe 

online during the summer holidays. DfE have 

promoted this session on their own social media feed. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/42154117843615

7/?ti=as 

All welcome, no limit on numbers. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
21st June  
 
Mabel W, Evie P, Mohammed E, Bethany R, Florrie D, 
Toby OB, George B, Tommy W, Henry M, Josh N, Aiden F, 
Jenson M, Sonny H, Farid O, Israel B, Abby C, David C, 
Jayden M, Oliver P, George W, Jack W.   
 
28th June 
 
Aiden B, Lexie T, Oscar RH, Harry D, Claudia G, Bailey B, 
Lucy A, Reggie D, Luke K, John OH, August H, Finley T, 
Louis S, Leyla W, George C, George M, Albie S, Megan H, 
Joseph R.   
 

https://reportharmfulcontent.com/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/harmful-content-online-an-explainer/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/harmful-content-online-an-explainer/
https://www.theeducationpeople.org/blog/harry-potter-wizards-unite-information-for-education-settings/
https://www.theeducationpeople.org/blog/harry-potter-wizards-unite-information-for-education-settings/
https://www.theeducationpeople.org/blog/harry-potter-wizards-unite-information-for-education-settings/
https://www.facebook.com/events/421541178436157/?ti=as
https://www.facebook.com/events/421541178436157/?ti=as
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__________________________________________________________________________________

____________ 
Upcoming dates in the next fortnight 

 
Tuesday 2 July  1 Willow Library Visit (1.30pm – 2.30pm) 

Wednesday 3 July  1 Pine Library Visit (1.30pm – 2.30pm) 

Wednesday 3 July  New Reception Intake meeting (Lower Hall) 2pm-3pm  

Thursday 4 July  New Reception Intake meeting (Lower Hall) 2pm-3pm 

Thursday 4 July  1 Lime Library Visit (1.30pm – 2.30pm) 

Thursday 4 July  Yr 6 Young Citizen Event  

Friday 5 July  Havering School Maths Competition (selected Yr 6 pupils only) 

Friday 5 July  Sponsored dance event 

Friday 5 July  PTA Summer Fete – 3.15pm 

Friday 12 July  Annual Reports sent home to parents/carers 

Monday 22 – Wed 23 July  Branfil Transition Week (whole school) 

Monday 15 July  Yr 6 Leavers production for grandparents and young children – 1.30pm (Main Hall) 

Tuesday 16 July  Yr 4 trip to Rainham Marshes * (CHANGE OF DATE) 

Wednesday 17 July  Branfil’s Got Talent!  

Wednesday 17 July  Yr 6 Leavers production – 6.30pm arrival for children and 7pm arrivals for adult (Main Hall)  

Thursday 18 July  Yr 6 Leavers production – 6.30pm arrival for children and 7pm arrivals for adult (Main Hall) 

Thursday 18 July  Reception and KS1 Lead Learner Assembly (Main Hall) – By invitation only 

Friday 19 July  KS2 Lead Learner Assembly (Main Hall) – By invitation only 

Monday 22 July  Children meeting new teachers for 19/20 academic year 

Monday 22 July  Yr 6 PTA Leavers disco  

Tuesday 23 July  Year 6 Mini market 

Wednesday 24 July   School finishes normal time for Summer holiday 

 
INSET Days for 2019/20 Term (agreed by Governors):  4th, 5th, 6th September 2019, 6th January 2020, 20th April 2020 

 
FOR INFORMATION – The early May bank holiday in 2020 will move from Monday 4 May to Friday 8 May to mark the 

75th anniversary of VE Day. Please be aware when booking any long weekend away.   


